
 

Sunday Programs for September and October 
Services start at 10:30 a.m. at 122 Harris Street, Guelph, Ontario.  

We have Spiritual Development  programs for children 4 and older, and childcare for younger children. 

September 7 (Pod 3) 
THE WATER SERVICE    
an intergenerational gathering to celebrate the opening of the 
church year. In the Water Service we celebrate the return to 
community after a summer’s pause. Please bring a small 
container of water collected from a special place during your 
summer travels or closer to home. You may want to gather 
water from a visit to the house of grandparents, grandchildren 
or from a stream or summer cottage. Even water from the 
garden hose or kitchen sink may provide memories that you 
may want to recall. This water will be collected into a 
common vessel to help us celebrate our sources of connection. 
Service Leader: Nancy Schmidt 
 

September 14 (Pod 4) 
WHAT IS A SACRED SPACE?  
Following on the summer meetings about finding a new 
meeting place, we will be having a special service to explore 
just what Guelph Unitarians are looking for in a meeting 
space. To start things right, Bill Hulet will attempt to unravel 
some of the complexities that trip people up when they think 
of a "sacred space". Bill Hulet has a Master's in philosophy 
and spent a lot of time thinking about this issue when he sued 
Walmart as part of the "Sacred Spaces" interfaith group 
defending the St. Ignatius retreat centre. 
Presenter: Bill Hulet    Service Leader: Aspen Heisey 
Don't forget that after the service we will be having a potluck 
lunch and then about 12:30 we will have a circle to find out 
exactly what your ideas are about sacred space for this 
congregation.  Please join us for a pot-luck lunch after service 
 

September 21 (Pod 5) 
GRACE.  THERE BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD GO I.   
What grace? What god?  Searching for grace and balance at 
the equinox.  
Presenter and Service Leader: Linda Reith 
This is Bring a Friend Day so please invite anyone you 
think might like to visit UCG and find out more about us. 
 

September 28 (Pod 6) 
LEADING L IVES OF COMMITMENT   
In a world where challenges are pressing and often 
overwhelming, how can we kindle a sense of hope that we can 
make a difference and create a positive future? When more 
people seem to be looking out for themselves, how do we 
nourish the human potential for generosity and concern for the 
common good? Three members will share their personal 
reflections on how they are trying to lead lives of commitment 
in today’s complex world, the challenges in trying to do so, 
and lessons they are learning along the way. 
Service leader: Nancy Schmidt  
Please join us for a pot-luck lunch after service. 

 
October 5 (Pod 1) 
FINDING UU PRINCIPLES IN UNLIKELY PLACES:  
An Introduction to the UU Principles in Words and Music. 
Join us for a spirited and lively musical presentation, featuring 
our own UNITUNEZ band. We will briefly introduce each of 
our Unitarian Univeralist Principles with a song that suitably 
represents the principle's spirit. Come prepared to sing along! 
Service Leader: Bruce Walton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
October 12 (Pod 2) 
SONGS OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING  
An Attitude of Gratitude is at the heart of most world 
religions, and certainly the most important part of the Thanks-
Giving Holy-Day.  Join us for a morning of eclectic poetry, 
music and inspiration, praising the interdependent web of 
existence of which we are a part.  
Speaker:  Various members of the congregation 
Service Leader:  Melina Bondy 
 

October 19 (Pod 3) 
THE SIX NATIONS AND THE HALDIMAND PROCLAMATION 
OR WHO OWNS THE GRAND RIVER TRACT?   
Our Presenter, Lonny Bomberry is the Six Nations Lands and 
Resources Director. 
Service Leader: Charles Davidson 
 
October 26 (Pod 4) 
ANIMALS WE LOVE -- 
St. Francis of Assis's message of compassion and kindness to 
all living beings expresses an important UU value and affirms 
our Seventh Principle: "We covenant to affirm and promote 
respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which 
we are a part." Join us as we honour the animals that are or 
have been significant in our lives. Please bring you r well-
mannered pets (on a leash or in a cage) or their pictures to our 
Blessing of the Animals ceremony.  
Service Leader: Aspen Heisey 
Please join us for a pot-luck lunch after service. 
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.  UNITARIAN CONGREGATION OF GUELPH  
122 Harris Street, Guelph Ontario N1E 5T1

Phone 519-836-3443                                  www.guelph-unitarians.com 
 

Lay Chaplains    
Aspen Heisey   519-822-8666 
June Gilbertson   519-823-7737 
Melina Bondy          519-993-9216 
 

The Board for 2008 - 2009  
 

President  June Gilbertson 519- 823-7737 
 junegilbertson@aol.com 
Past President Linda Reith 519-837-9471 
 lreith@on.aibn.com 
Vice President and Secretary  Deirdre Yates 519-766-0523 
Treasurer Steve Chovaz 519-823-9264 
Member at Large Harold Chapman 519-763-2406 
Member at Large Maria Chovaz 519-823-9264 
Member at Large Charles Davidson 519-763-3012 
Member at Large Paul Smith 519-767-1033 
Member at Large Janet Colley 519-824-0207 
Committee Chairs 
Social Action Open 
Membership June Gilbertson 519- 823-7737 
 junegilbertson@aol.com 
Program Coordinator for Spiritual Development 
 Melina Bondy 519-993-9216 
 melinabondy@yahoo.ca 
Child & Youth Program Coordinator 
 Rebekah Jamieson 519-767-5759 
 rebekahjamieson@hotmail.com 
Caring Committee Melina Bondy 
Sunday Services              Lorna Wojcicki 519-822-1053 
  lwojcick@ovc.uoguelph.ca 
Chaplaincy Committee Deirdre Yates 519-766-0523 
 deeyates@gmail.com 
Others Who Help 
POD Coordinator Janet and Emily Colley  519-824-0207  
Interior Co-ordinator  & Exterior Co-ordinator,  Harold Chapman 
Office, Newsletter Editor and Distribution and Building Rental, 
 Wanda Gordon 519-822-6353 
  gordonwanda@hotmail.com 
Musician  Naomi Matsui 519-821-2830 
Puppeteer  Stuart Dixon 519-822-5008 

UCG News 
is the newsletter published regularly by 
the Unitarian Congregation of Guelph.  

122 Harris Street, 
Guelph Ontario N1E 5T1 

Phone 519-836-3443 
Typed, handwritten or phoned-in 
submissions are always welcome, as are 
contributions on diskette. E-mail 
gordonwanda@hotmail.com or telephone  
519-822-6353  Items for next newsletter 
are due by October 12, 2008 
 

In an effort to save trees and money, we 
are e-mailing as many Newsletters as 
possible.  If you prefer it by mail, please 
let Wanda know.  

COMING EVENTS 
Tuesday afternoons – 1:30 – drop in craft group 
Thursday evenings – Drumming with Bambidele 
1st Friday of each month – Friday Fun Night 
  
September 3 - Chant Club – 7:45 pm 
September 14 – after service. Meeting about  
                       ideas about our sacred space. 
September 14 - after service – informal meeting 
about a midweek sharing circle. 
September 19 - Chalice Café  - 7:30 
September 19 – Youth Group meets 
September 28 – Pot Luck lunch after service 
          – contact Harold for info 519-763-2406 
 
October 1 - Chant Club – 7:45 pm 
October 3 – Friday Fun Night 
                   Nature crafts and Potluck Supper  
October 3 – Youth Group meets 
October 17 - Chalice Café – 7:30 
October 24 - Youth Group meets 
October 26  - Pot Luck lunch after service  
          – contact Harold for info 519-763-2406 
 
November 14-16, Regional Fall Gathering, right 
here in Guelph 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE UNITARIAN CONGREGATION OF GUELPH 

 

The Unitarian Congregation of Guelph is a spiritual community that is deeply rooted in Unitarian Universalist 
principles which provide a spiritual basis for ethical living. We celebrate diversity and affirm each individual. We 
support social and environmental justice through a democratic process. We welcome all seekers of truth and 
meaning in to our religious community. 

(adopted at the Annual General Meeting, September 29, 2002)
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President’s Corner 
 
Dear Friends 
 
I do hope you have each had an exciting and wonderful summer despite the wet weather. 
 
The past few months have been both the best of times and the worst of times for me.  Treatment I 
needed was painful and uncomfortable, zapping my energy and making even simple outings 
difficult at times.  Your love and support, demonstrated in so many ways, has been therapeutic and 
each has helped me regain my confidence and equilibrium.  Many thanks to all of you for many 
kindnesses. 
 
This Fall promises to be an exciting schedule of events:  
Sunday Services Committee has lined up some wonderful services;  
the Youth Group is buzzing with anticipation for their meeting again;  
plans are underway for two exciting dramatic presentations before Christmas;  
the Drumming Circle and Yoga are already underway  
and in November we host the Regional Gathering. 
 
I’m looking forward so much to working with you all again. 
 

June

Being Unitarian in a Hungry World 
 
Regional Fall Gathering 
November 14-16, 2008. 
Hosted by the Unitarian Congregation of Guelph 
  
Please think about ways you can get involved.   

Host an out of town conference attendee?   
Offer a workshop that will stimulate action on addressing hunger 
(spiritual and/or physical)?   
Participate in the Sunday morning worship? 
 

For more information, contact  
Linda Reith,  519-837-9471, lreith@on.aibn.com,  
or Melina Bondy, 519-993-9216 or melinabondy@yahoo.ca  
or Wanda Gordon, 519-822-6353 or gordonwanda@hotmail.com. 
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Message from your Spiritual Development Coordinator
 

I hope that you have rested and played and soaked up whatever sunshine your soul 
has been longing for.  I'm just completing my first summer in Guelph and loving it!   

 

I've been busy as a Lay Chaplain and I am excited to return to my position 
as Spiritual Development Coordinator once more.   It has been a great summer, and a 
quiet one at 122 Harris Street.  The two Summer Sunday services were well attended 
and enjoyed.  The Chalice Cafe met in July and there were several meetings to 
discuss the possibility of a new home for our congregation. 
 

And now September is upon us.The last days of summer we treasure, as we can  
treasure each other, and the opportunities we have to connect once again, in spirit. 
 

I look forward to hearing your stories of summer at the Water Service, singing with you at the Chalice Cafe and making 
art at the Nature Craft Night.  The Children's Spiritual Development time on Sunday Mornings will focus on World 
Religions this fall. Volunteers are always needed.  An Adult Spiritual Development Group will form in the fall and all 
are welcome to join in for a deepening of our faith.  I'll be exploring how our congregation can get involved with 
serving meals to homeless youth and preparing for the Unitarian Regional Fall Gathering that we'll be hosting in 
November.  There is never a shortage of ways to get involved, so if you are interested, please come talk to me or send 
me an email.                                From all that dwells below the skies, 
                                                    Let faith and hope with joy arise 
                                                    Let beauty, truth and good be sung 
                                                   Through every land, by every tongue. 
                                (Unitarian Prayer)      in peace     Melina Bondy 
 

Welcome Back, Youth! 
UCG's first youth group meeting of the fall will be Friday, September 5 from 7-9:30pm.   
Please bring any friends you wish to attend to this first meeting so we can review our  
covenant and catch up after the summer.  Other meeting dates are September 19  
and October 3 and 24. 
 

Please note that our group will be hosting a youth conference during the Regional  
Gathering on November 14-16, and we will be needing parental help that weekend  
(for overnight supervision and meal preparation mainly).  We'll let you know more specifics as they arise.   
 
Children's Spiritual Exporation 
This fall, our younger children (4-8) will be learning about religions of the world.  Please let Rebekah Jamieson know if 
you have any special objects for our altar, posters or other resources that may be relevant to our studies 

  Thanks in advance!                                      Rebekah Jamieson

 

 

                          “Sacred Space" Workshop  12:30  Sunday, Sept. 14  (After the Potluck!)       
 

We have held a series of congregational meetings over the last half-year where we as a community have gotten clear on the 
Goals and Focuses of the UCG and decided on 5 Key Values that are important to us.  Then boldly, on June 28, we put our 
foot out to test the water when we held an open meeting at the Norwich Street Church.  At this meeting we tried on for 
size the idea -- are we ready to move to a new space, and if so, is the Norwich Street Church close to what we are looking 
for?  At that meeting the consensus seemed to be that we were not ready to make a move on this matter.   Better to have 
more meetings for various reasons:  A need to step back and itemize what it is we are looking for in a building so that we 
will recognize it for all the right reasons when we see it.  (We do not even have consensus that we need to move.)  So, we 
held the next congregational meeting on July 9 where we came up with a list of just those things.  One of the topics that 
generated the most amount of discussion was how to define what is "Sacred Space?"  So this leads us to the Sept. 14 topic.  
Bill Hulet will present to us a deeper look into what this is about in a larger historical context and other religions.  It will 
help lay the foundation for an informed discussion later. 
 

     After the service, we will have one of our popular potlucks, and then launch into an interactive and participatory 
workshop to gather and document the ideas you have regarding "sacred space" in the context of our Unitarian 
Congregation of Guelph.   Even if you are new to us, or have missed all the other meetings, it will be an interesting and 
lively discussion and everyone is are welcome 



 5

 

 

 

May Day 

Where were you two weeks ago? 

Pictures from some interesting/fun/exciting/surprising happenings at UCG 

Surprise, surprise! 

�����������	���
��������
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����������������

Bruce Trail Hike in June –November Dream Auction item  
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Pictures from some of our Friday Fun Nights 

 

 

Tree Planting 

Pie eating 

Picnic fun 
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LAY CHAPLAINCY  
It's been a busy season for our Lay Chaplains, Aspen 
Heisey, June Gilbertson and Melina Bondy.  They've 
performed  13 weddings, a child dedication and a 
funeral.  New Lay Chaplain, Melina Bondy, completed 
the Basic Training in April and Funeral Celebrant 
Training in August.  New business cards have been 
printed.  The committee will meet in the fall to review 
fees and develop its publicity.   
 
Lay chaplains are appointed by the congregation, 
provincially licensed and trained in the provision of 
meaningful, personalized ceremonies.  Our lay chaplains 
are prepared to facilitate a service which is uniquely 
yours. They will tailor the structure and content of your 
ceremony to meet your needs and preferences subject to 
legal requirements.  Ceremonies can be held at any 
agreed upon location in Guelph or the surrounding areas, 
such as private homes, rented halls or conservation 
areas. For example this summer, we officiated at 
weddings that were in homes and backyards in Guelph, 
Cambridge, and Stratford, the Elora Conservation Area, 
the Guelph Youth Music Center, and St George's 
Anglican Church.   
 
All members and friends of the congregation, as well as 
the greater public, have access to the services of the Lay 
Chaplains for weddings, funerals, child dedications, 
house blessings, pet memorials, and any ceremony to 
mark rites of passage and significant life transitions.  If 
you are interested in holding a ceremony, please contact 
one of our Lay Chaplains, Aspen, June and Melina, the 
President of the Lay Chaplaincy Committee, Deirdre 
Yates, for more information.    
Messages can be left with the office at 519-836-3443. 
 
GARDENING GRATITUDE ! 
This spiritual community is made up of so many people 
volunteering their time in ever so many ways. With the 
bonus amount of rain we experienced this Spring and 
Summer all of our plants, weeds and otherwise, thrived. 
So thanks to all the folks who came various times and 
helped to keep the grounds looking cared for..... you 
know who you are! (And the growing season is not over 
yet.) 
 
CHILDHAVEN NEWS TO ALL MEMBERS .   
I have received a warm letter of thanks for our 
contribution of $1000 to the library in Arubari we made 
in the spring.  I have posted it on the notice board for all 
to see. This library will be come part of the whole 
village so the benefit will be enormous to the whole 
area. In Peace Joan R   
 

U P C O M I N G  A N D  O N G O I N G  E V E N T S  
 
CHALICE CAFE –   
September 19  and October 17  7:30 pm 
Everyone is invited. Sponsored by the Unitarian 
Congregation of Guelph and hosted by members of the 
Guelph Unitunz musical group. Join us every THIRD 
FRIDAY of the month for a song circle. Bring your 
voices, your instruments and your songs to join in the 
jam or just sit back and hum along. Everyone, who 
wants to, gets a chance to lead us in a song. Come for a 
bit or stay for a while. A welcoming event for all ages 
that begins at 7:30 pm. Admission is "pay what you 
please". For more information, please visit our 
website www.guelph-unitarians.com 
 
PRINCE BAMIDELE HAS RETURNED FOR ANOTHER 
SHORT VISIT and will faciliate a Drum Circle/Workshop 
Thursday evenings.  
Experience Yoruba Drum Rhythms with  
Join Prince Bamidele at the Unitarian Congregation of 
Guelph Building at 122 Harris Street, corner of York and 
Harris from 6-9pm every Thursday starting August 21 
till Sept 25, 2008 
 
MORE SEARCHING FOR TRUTH AND MEANING - 
Midweek Sharing Circle 
A new opportunity coming this fall. 
 In addition to our Sunday circle there is a plan to have 
an additional discussion group during the week. To 
begin with, the idea is to listen to and then discuss 
podcasts of CBC Tapestry programs. These programs all 
feature interviews with spiritual seekers of all sorts and 
from every aspect and differing faiths. 
If you are interested please come and meet after service 
on September 14th when we will decide what times and 
dates would suit people best. 
 Thanks. Joan R , Melina & Aspen 
 
YOGA CLASSES will continue to be held on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings with Melina Bondy.  Classes are 75 
minutes long.  $12 suggested donation.  Please bring 
your own mat if you have one. 
 
ATTENTION CREATIVE CRAFTERS :  
Drop-in handcraft group 
When: Tuesdays at 1:30 to 3:30 
Where: Unitarian Congregation of Guelph 
            122 Harris Street (at York) 
Contact: Amelia Morgan 519-265-6599 
All members of the community are welcome to join in 
for a few hours of informal, unstructured craft time. 
Bring-your-own supplies, share  our skills and ideas, 
inspire each other and share company.   
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