
 

Sunday Programs for March and April, 2007 
Services start at 10:30 a.m. at 122 Harris Street, Guelph, Ontario.  

We have Religious Education programs for children 4 and older, and childcare for younger children. 
 

March 4 (Pod 7) 
The Power of Asking Deeper Questions   
Unitarians thrive on questioning. This service will explore 
ways of stretching our minds and hearts to new and 
exciting questions.  It will help us understand the liveliness 
that comes from questioning and the satisfaction that 
comes from wanting more than a smorgasbord.   
Service Leader and Presenter:  Linda Reith 
 

March 11 (Pod 1) 
As We Grow Old:  
Reshaping our Spiritual Journeys Part 1  
As we age, does our spiritual quest change? Do the 
questions remain the same? What about our spiritual needs 
- are they now different? Join us for an exploration of 
spirituality as we grow old. 
Service leaders and presenters: Joan Rentoul, Elinor Knight 
and Nancy Schmidt 
 

March 18 (Pod 2) 
AFRICAN DANCE WITH GOLDIE SHERMAN  
A service like no other! Goldie Sherman has been teaching 
African Dance in Guelph for years and will share her 
personal journey of how she came to African Dance from a 
Jewish background and lead us in some simple community-
building dances accompanied by 2 drummers - Kathleen 
Dubelaar from Guelph and Bamidele Bajowa from Nigeria. 
The service will be extended an extra 15 minutes and we 
will be serving a lunch of soup and sandwiches for a 
donation in support of our guest drummer, Bamidele, who 
is raising funds for a special project for his village back 
home in Nigeria. The older children are invited to stay 
upstairs for this service. Wear your most colorful, 
comfortable, and celebratory dancing clothes!  
Service Leaders:  Naomi Matsui and Aspen Heisey 
 

March 25 (Pod 3) 
Liberation Theology 
Lucy Reid will continue her talks of Liberation Theology. 
Service Leader: Lorna Wojcicki 
 

April 1 (Pod 4) 
TRICKSTER MAKES THIS WORLD  
It's April Fool's day, and we have some special guests: 
Coyote, Raven, Eshu, Hermes & the Jester we'll be 
dropping in from their twilit rambles on the edge of town.  
As Lewis Hyde writes: "Always out to satisfy their 
inordinate appetites, lying, cheating, and stealing, tricksters 
are a great bother to have around, but paradoxically they 
are also great culture heroes."  Sounds like they'll be right 

 

at home in our diverse community. PLUS! We'll be 
answering the question - How many Unitarians does it take 
to screw in a light bulb? AND! bangin' & sangin' loudly to 
dissonant guitar (if I can't find my tuner...I wonder if 
Raven flew off with it?) 
Service Leader and Presenter: Rick Boersma 
 

April 8 (Pod 5) 
FALLING INTO SILENCE : L IVING HISTORIES , MEMORY 
AND EMBODIMENT . 
We develop our identities through interaction with living 
histories. Histories that mirror eras and the social 
constructions of those eras (race, class, gender, ability, 
sexuality, and more). This work of our emotions, in 
developing and sustaining a coherent 'self', is both the 
constructive work of memory and the lived experience of 
the body. Today’s talk begins to explore the possibilities 
and strengths of 'seeing' and 'witnessing': history as a living 
history, the history of race, our 'self' and our identity. 
Follow up to Feb. 25th Black History Month talk on 
Labour, Identity and Geography. Presenter: Alicia Maund 
 

April 15 (Pod 7) 
MUSIC AS AN EXPRESSION OF OUR SPIRITUALITY  
Ever wonder why someone wrote a particular song? Ever 
found yourself singing a song for the hundredth time and 
finally connecting with the lyrics? Good songs are typically 
more than just a collection of prose put to a series of 
chords. Join us for an exploration of some of the more 
popular songs sung at service, around the campfire or any 
other spiritually oriented gathering. You may never sing 
that old favourite the same way again! There will be a short 
Unicamp presentation today and material on display. 
Service leading team: Bruce Walton, Naomi Matsui, Rick 
Boersma, Aspen Heisey 
 
April 22 (Pod 1) 
EVERY GREAT CIVILIZATION  has, in its way, worshiped 
the Earth which gave it birth. Today, London Green and 
June Gilbertson present a program of great poetry and pros 
ranging through the Greeks, Thoreau, Emerson and modern 
writers, to renew our sense of Earth’s incomparable gifts 
and wonders in a moment of worldwide chaos. 
 
April 29 (Pod 2)   
WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LIFE , DEATH 
AND OUR COMFORT WITH CHANGE  
Service Leader and Presenter: June Gilbertson 
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UNITARIAN CONGREGATION OF GUELPH  
122 Harris Street, Guelph Ontario N1E 5T1

Phone 519-836-3443                                  www.guelph-unitarians.ca 
 

Lay Chaplain    
Aspen Heisey   519-822-8666 
 
The Board for 2006 - 2007  
 
President Linda Reith 519-837-9471 
 lreith@on.aibn.com  
Vice-President   Open  
Past President  Marnie Girvan 519-780-0546 
 marniegirvan@rogers.com  
Secretary  open    
Treasurer  Harold Chapman 519-763-2406 
   hchapman@rogers.com 
Member at Large Steve Chovaz 519-823-9264 
 Maureen Blackwood 519-837-9267 
 

Committee Chairs 
Social Action open 
Membership Marnie Girvan 519-780-0546 
 marniegirvan@rogers.com  
Program Coordinator for Spiritual Development 
 Margaret Neigh                 519-571-1534 
 migs@golden.net 
Caring Committee Victoria Mummery 519-823-8050 
 Victoria.mummery@sympatico.ca 
Sunday Services   Aspen Heisey 519-822-8666 
                                          aspenh@rogers.com 
 

Others Who Help 
 
POD Coordinator Janet and Emily Colley  519-824-0207  
Interior Co-ordinator  & Exterior Co-ordinator, Office, Newsletter 
Editor and Distribution and Building Rental, 
 Wanda Gordon, 519-822-6353 
  gordonwd@canada.com 
Musician  Naomi Matsui 519-821-2830 
Puppeteer  Stuart Dixon 519-822-5008 

UCG News 
is the newsletter published regularly by 
the Unitarian Congregation of Guelph.  

122 Harris Street, 
Guelph Ontario N1E 5T1 

Phone 519-836-3443 
Typed, handwritten or phoned-in 
submissions are always welcome, as are 
contributions on diskette. E-mail 
wgordon@canada.com or telephone  
519-822-6353  Items for next newsletter 
are due by April 15, 2007 
 
In an effort to save trees and money, we 
are e-mailing as many Newsletters as 
possible.  If you prefer it by mail, please 
let Wanda know.  

COMING EVENTS 
Mar. 1 - Board Meeting – 7:00 pm  
Mar. 7 - Chant Club – 7:45 pm 
Mar. 7 - New UU –Part 1, downstairs 
Mar. 9 - Family Friday 
Mar. 14 - New UU Part 2, downstairs 
Mar. 17 - Sunday Service Leader Training 
Mar. 21 - Apocalypse Book Club – 7 pm 
March 21 - New UU, Part 3, downstairs 
March 22 - Board Meeting – 7:00 pm  
March 24  Potluck dinner and evening  with  

Gilbert & Sullivan. 
Mar.26 - Congregation Circle 
March 28 - New UU, completion, downstairs 
Apr. 4 - Chant Club – 7:45 pm 
Apr. 7 - Euchre at Linda’s for those who  

purchased at Dream Auction 
April 17 – Tracking Down the Goddess 

7 to 9:30 at the church 
Apr. 18 - Apocalypse Book Club 7 pm 
Apr. 18 – Safe Congregation Workshop 
Apr. 23 - Congregation Circle 
Apr. 26 - Board Meeting – 7:00 pm  
April 28 - Spring Clean up 
May 24 - Annual General Meeting   

A New Year Celebration 

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE UNITARIAN CONGREGATION OF GUELPH 

 

The Unitarian Congregation of Guelph is a spiritual community that is deeply rooted in Unitarian Universalist 
principles which provide a spiritual basis for ethical living. We celebrate diversity and affirm each individual. We 
support social and environmental justice through a democratic process. We welcome all seekers of truth and 
meaning in to our religious community. 

(adopted at the Annual General Meeting, September 29, 2002)
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FROM THE CENTRE OF THE WEB 
Our congregation, our community is deepening. We’re finding new ways to come together and  
explore the connections and the ways we help one another be all of who we want to be.  As the  
congregation develops structures to take us further into our mandate, these structures support  
people in choosing to participate and connect. 
 

Each year the ripples of the Dream auction social events keep moving, bringing us together to  
sing, to hike, to drink wine and eat cheese.  What’s wonderful is the inclusiveness of those  

ripples now that we have found a way to untie participation from money.  For those of you who are new, or who  
never quite understood what we were starting last November, let me explain. 

 

This year everyone who came to the auction made a financial contribution at the door and got a receipt.  If you 
could only afford to give five dollars that was welcomed on the same basis as the five hundred dollar donation.  
Both donors were given 300 dream dollars to spend in both the live and the silent auction.  So now when Stu 
and Sherry call their guest list for the wine and cheese party it reflects our whole community.  We have found 
another way to be inclusive. 
 

There are other examples of community coming alive. One would be the congregational circle which is meeting 
once a month.  It’s open to anyone who wants the opportunity to meet with others and talk about the spiritual 
dimension of all kinds of issues from parenthood to laughter.  The facilitators keep the discussion moving and 
help it start and end on time.  The Apocalypse Book Club survives and thrives, despite its title, every month 
giving thoughtful members the opportunity to explore important ideas and share their reactions to powerful 
books.  The Children’s Spiritual Development Committee fills a long felt gap and again brings together 
members around their passion.  They have a stronger sense of belonging as well as the glow of knowing they 
are enriching an aspect of the congregation that is increasingly vibrant. 
 

We are ripe for more opportunities, because the more we do, the more we can do.  That’s because more people 
are getting into the action.  I would love to see us have a movie night, maybe monthly but even one before the 
Spring would be great.  We have the equipment, all we need is someone to spearhead the project.  Could that 
person be you?  Contact myself or Wanda.  Is there another idea for connecting you would like to propose?         
Let’s hear it.  Let’s go!          Linda Reith,  President 

COME DREAM A DREAM WITH ME CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
 

All time is in this moment. 
Everything we’ve been and done shapes this breath we take together. 
All we wish for and fear in time to come affects the way we are right now. 
Let us know the past, that we might create a future worthy of it. 
Let us set intentions, so that we can call the resources to fulfill them. 
Let us hold our potential in wonder and power, daring to be all that we can be. 
 

The opening words above set the tone for our Saturday night gathering.  Stu and Sherry joined me in guiding all 
of us through the memories, so wonderfully documented on the UCG Time Line.  We are very grateful to them 
and to Joan, Aspen and June who worked so hard to make the presentation possible. 
 

We did dream together, held in community by the heart beat drums of Naomi and Aspen (her drum being a 
souvenir Marnie brought from Africa long ago.)  Those dreams will be captured and then made available for all 
to see once Wanda has typed them up. 
 

Finally, we did discuss the ramp and came up with a glorious compromise that tries to honour the financial 
constraints of the congregation and the importance of the dream.  The board will be asked to approve providing 
matching funding to money raised specifically for the ramp.  If you would like to join the four people on that 
fund raising committee, just let us know.           Linda 
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    ON SERVING AS BOARD PRESIDENT                                 By: J. Bruce Walton 
 

It was over thirteen years ago that I stepped into this spiritual community. I remember because my youngest 
daughter was not yet born and in a few short weeks we will celebrate her thirteenth birthday. I don't specifically 
remember the topic of that first service, nor the speaker, just that I was stimulated enough to verbally contribute 
to the spirited discussion after the talk. I was hooked. 
 

I left that first service only to return again and again, eventually joining this spiritual community. Gradually I 
was drawn into what I might call, the "inner circle of service" that exists within each spiritual community. This 
is that group of people that are the doers. The ones who always show up to lend a helping hand and who stay 
late to make sure no one person is left putting everything away. Luckily our congregation is stabilized by a good 
core of doers, some who have been "doing" for longer than I have walked this earth! To say involvement at this 
level was richly rewarding would be true yet cliché. To say you get out of something equal to what you put in, 
also would be true, but again, cliché. 
 

Instead I will say this about the years I spent in this inner circle of service to this spiritual community: my 
Unitarian spiritual experiences were heightened and my understanding of what it really means to serve and give 
of oneself was more firmly embedded than ever before. Volunteering my time as a Board member and rising to 
the rank of President is something I am deeply proud of. I was able to interact with people on many different 
levels in a wide range of scenarios. From weekend retreats to long car rides to congregational building 
workshops; from representing this community with other Unitarians to coordinating the renovation and 
expansion of the sanctuary. All these great accomplishments were achieved only by the hard work and 
dedication of people willing to risk their valuable time and exhausted talents. We all knew that alone we could 
do little, but as a small committed group, the barriers to growth and change melted away. 
 

I look back on my term as this congregation's Board President as a time of great growth for me personally. My 
mind and heart were stretched during those years and I am grateful for the opportunity to have served this 
congregation in this capacity. It was also the time I felt most connected spiritually, to any church community, 
ever! I know that each time I attend a UCG event and look around at the faces, some old, some new, I feel a part 
of something bigger than myself, and somewhere, deep inside, it feels good to have contributed, if in but a small 
way, to making this possible for those people. 
 

H.G Wenzel a Unitarian Universalist lay person once wrote: "Keepers of the dream will come again and again 
from what humble places we do not know to struggle against crushing odds, leaving behind no worldly kingdom 
but only a gleam in the dark hills to show how high we may climb." I am glad I stepped up and helped keep our 
dream alive and I hope that others will do the same for those yet to come. 

 

Some of our younger children 
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT CORNER 
 
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
Thank you so much to all of the people who volunteered 
to take a turn assisting with the children on a Sunday 
morning, or to be on a Kids Pod, bringing a snack for the 
children. It is so good to have more ‘big people’ 
downstairs on a Sunday morning! We still need people 
to assist with the 8 to 12 year olds downstairs in April, 
May, or June. You can sign up for 2 weeks or more. See 
Margaret Neigh, if you are interested. 
 
Childcare Newsletter 
Our very able teen childcare workers have produced a 
newsletter for parents. Be sure to pick one up if you have 
not done so already. Thank you to Eryn Davis, Emily 
Colley-Divjak, Megan Gilbertson, Amiliah Goodrich 
and Leah Rowlinson, who do a great job of caring for 
our little ones each Sunday. 
 
Safe Congregation Policy 
The committee, Janet Colley, Harold Chapman and 
Margaret Neigh continues to work on a safe 
congregation policy for UCG, as many Unitarian 
congregations have been doing. We are currently going 
through a checklist from our insurance company. We 
must ensure that we are committed to providing: 
 

o “A safe environment by preventing harm to 
those in our care 

o Protecting our children’s and youth ministry 
workers from false allegations 

o Declaring zero tolerance for abuse, harassment 
or neglect” 

 

 
CARING COMMITTEE – PASTORAL CARE 

 
We have a committed group of members and friends 
available to provide assistance to any one in our 
congregation in need. If you require assistance or know 
of a member or friend who does, please contact 
Victoria.Mummery@sympatico.ca or 519-823-8050. 

 

CONGREGATION CIRCLE  
Join us Feb. 26th 

 

What:  Small group discussion to support your spiritual 
journey. 
 

Date:  6 sessions - Fourth Monday of the month 
Jan. 22  (if you missed the first two meetings, please join 
us for the rest) 
Feb. 26 – Topic: Laughter 
Mar. 26 – Topic: Forgiveness 
Apr. 23, May 28, June 25, 2006 
 

Time: 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. downstairs.  
 

SERVICE LEADING WORKSHOP PART 2 
 

Saturday, March 17, 2007 9:00 – 12:00 noon 
 

Learning how to be a Service Leader. We will cover the 
practicalities of preparing for a service, and there will be 
opportunity to practice. If you missed Part 1 and want to 
attend this one, talk to June Gilbertson or Aspen Heisey 
to see about getting caught up. 
Everyone wishing to attend, please contact June 823-
7737 or Aspen 822-8666 

 
A STORY FOR ALL AGES  

 
ART WORK  

 

We would like to have a variety of art work to display 
in the church are asking members/friends to 
donate/loan art work to the church for display. Contact 
Wanda 519-822-6353 if your have something. We 
would also like to create a simple, easy way to display 
this art. Anyone with an idea please contact Wanda 

 

FAMILY FRIDAY – MARCH 9 
 

Fun at UCG!  
We plan to go on a Lantern Walk  in the park. 
We’ll have music, dancing, games and more. 
 
Come at 5.30 for a Pot Luck dinner at 6.00 
Children, parents, friends, everyone is welcome. 
Join us for some fun and fellowship! 
 

WEB OF CONNECTION IN ACTION     REPORTS FROM OUR COMMITTEES  
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PERRY COCKBURN  
 
Perry Cockburn, who had been ill for some time, passed 
away February 6, 2007 at the age of 73.  He is the 
beloved husband of Elizabeth, loved father of Lynn, 
Susan and Frances and dear grandfather of 5. 
 
Perry and Liz were long time residents of Guelph and 
members of the Unitarian Congregation of Guelph until 
they moved to Owen Sound a few years ago to be closer 
to family. Perry was our newsletter editor for many 
years. He was also active with our Social Action 
Committee. He will be missed. 
 
Harold Chapman wrote:  The other day as I was leaving 
the church parking lot I saw an elderly Sikh waiting for 
the bus and offered him a ride downtown. Just after he 
got in the car he asked if I knew that Perry had died and 
for the rest of the trip he talked about Perry's 
contributions to the community (for instance in the 
organization of the Community Health Centre). This 
seemed to me a beautiful illustration of what I valued 
about Perry - he touched so many people with his work 
and yet was so modest. 
 
There will be a Celebration at the Honeywood 
Schoolhouse on Saturday, April 14. (contact Elinor 
Knight 519-823-1358 if you are interested in car-
pooling) 
 
Donations are suggested to the Owen Sound 
Community Health Initiative, in memory of Perry.  
You could send it care of: Liz  239 5th St. East, 
Owen Sound, ON, N4K 1C6 

 
APOCALYPSE BOOK CLUB  

 

All are welcome at this discussion of environmentally 
focused books. We meet at the church on the third 
Wednesday of each month from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  
 
                         JOB POSTING 
 

Unicamp of Ontario, your Unitarian Universalist 
summer camp and conference centre, is hiring for the 
2007 season.  Positions available:  Counselor, Lifeguard, 
Operation Crew Staff, Operation Crew Head, Assistant 
Administration Manager, Assistant Cook, Cook/Kitchen 
Manager and Assistant Director.  Please visit 
www.unicampofontario.ca for further information.  
Please send cover letter and resume to 
melinabondy@yahoo.ca.  Deadline for applications is 
March 10, 2007 

 
 

 
Music Matters 

 
Hymn of the month 

March #62 When the Daffodils Arrive   
April #1067 Mother Earth, Beloved Garden 

 (from Singing the Journey)  
 

SERVICE READINGS AND PRESENTATIONS NOW 
AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE. 

 www.guelph-unitarians.ca 
Linda Reith – Imbolc – February 3, 2006 
Linda Reith – The Gift of Belonging Mar. 19, 2006 
June Gilbertson – Spiritual Growth Spring, 2006 
June Gilbertson – Limits of Freedom May 29, 2005 
Bruce Walton – A Unitarian Family Adventure in 
Zanzibar November 19, 2006 
Xiao Wang – How I discovered Unitarianism December 
31, 2006 
Craig Beam – Defining Ourselves 6 Sources of 
Unitarianism January 7, 2007 
 
Coming soon to the website 
susanna suchak’s Series of 8 presentations – from Sept 
05 – May 06 
September – Harvest Moon  related to: UU principle #7) 
October – Hunter Moon (UU principle #2) 
November – Beaver Moon (UU principle #3) 
January – Snow or Wolf Moon (UU principle #4) 
February - Hunger Moon (UU principle #6) 
March - Sugar Moon or Boiling Moon(UU principle #5) 
April – Budding Time Moon (UU principle #7) 
May – Big Leaf or Blossom Moon 
Rick Boersma - How do our pets, and relationships with 
animals in general – inform our lives as Unitarians? 
October 2006 
Lucy Reid - Spirituality and Activism   January 21, 2007 
Was Gandhi a Unitarian? February 4, 2007 
Richard Miller - Nature and the Universe as a Spiritual 
Path February 11, 2007 
Craig Beam – Alternative Concepts of God Feb.18, 2007 

 

DON'T HAVE A WILL ? 
 

Or thinking about updating your existing will? Are you 
looking for an opportunity to help the church? Local 
lawyer and new member of our congregation, Charles 
Davidson has offered to draft wills for our members and 
friends and will donate one-half of his fee to the church. 
If you are interested, please call Wanda @ 519-822-6353 
or Charles @ 519-767-6637. 
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POT LUCK DINNER  
 

Join us Saturday, March 24 for a potluck dinner 
followed by an evening with Gilbert & Sullivan  
Come at 5:30. Dinner will be served sharp at 6 pm. 
Mention to Madeline Bently in passing if you plan to be 
there. 
 

 
TRACKING DOWN THE GODDESS 

 

A talk and slide show on prehistoric goddess sites in 
Malta, Turkey and Crete.  Posters and books will be 
available to view.  Question period at end. 
 

Where:  Unitarian Church ,  
             122 Harris Street, Guelph ,Ontario N1E 5T1 
When:   Tuesday,  April 17, 2007  
Time:     7p.m. - 9:30 p.m.  
Presenter:   Joan Cornfield 
 

This was a dream auction offering.  If you were not at 
the dream auction to bid, a free will offering will be 
taken, proceeds to go to the church. 
 

 
NEW U U - 

 

Learn About Unitarian  Universalism 
 

*     The history of our  denomination. 
*     What makes us different. 
 *    What membership means. 
*     Who does what in UCG. 
 

4 Wednesday evenings in March starting the 7th. 
           5.30pm-7.30pm 
           Lower level of church 
       Children welcome...Childcare provided. 
 

Please bring pizza money 
 

If you haven't already signed up, please call June  
Gilbertson  519-823-7737 for information. 

 
 
 

LORNA AND HER SUNDAY CLASS 
 

Today we discussed Dr. Albert Schweitzer and how he 
built a special hospital in Lamberene, Gabon, West 
Africa and dedicated his life to helping, healing and 
teaching others. We also heard about his "reverence for 
life" -to care about all living things which was the light 
that guided his life. Jordy joined the fun to help us 
understand how similar we are by letting the girls listen 
to his heart after listening to their own 

OUR TIMELINE PROJECT 
 

More than a 
year ago I 
suggested 
that we 
needed to 
develop a 
visual way of  
telling the 
story of our 
congregation. 
In 3 years 
time UCG 
will be 50 years old and there are many who attend 
regularly but (like me) don't know the story of how we 
evolved into the community we know today. We need to 
know our past to help us plan for our future. 
 

I naively thought we could whip together a timeline in a 
day or so. Was I ever wrong! As people shared their 
accounts and reconstructed the collective memory of the 
congregation through stories, this project ebbed and 
flowed. History telling is a collective effort involving 
multiple perspectives. There have been so many creative, 
dedicated and wonderful people who have kept liberal 
religion alive over the past 50 years, it was not possible 
to include all that needs to be said. On February 24th at 
our Congregational meeting the Timeline was unveiled.  
We hope to soon produce a history booklet to 
compliment this timeline. 
 

If this project was a movie Stuart and Sherri Dixon are 
the essence of our story as they have lived it all; Linda 
Reith was the scriptwriter; Joan Rentoul was the 
competent artistic director; Aspen  Heisey the producer 
(whatever we needed, she produced)and if I was the 
director it was because I sat and made suggestions whilst 
these awesome Oscars winners got the job done! 
June Gilbertson 
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 TYTLER SCHOOL BREAKFAST PROGRAM NEWS. 

Thank you's and congratulations to the many members 
of the congregation who decorated our traditional 
"Mitten Tree" at Christmas with so many warm and 
colourful hats, scarves, gloves and mitts. It was almost 
overflowing. The principal of Tytler School was 
delighted to receive 61 items, almost double what we 
sent last year. This annual project is very much 
appreciated by the teachers who use this resource to 
meet the immediate needs of any child they observe to 
be inadequately clothed for the winter weather. 
Gordon Heasley, principal of Tytler for several years, 
was transferred to Edward Johnson school after the 
Christmas break. Ms Janet Merrick is the new principal. 
Maureen Blackwood has joined Elinor and Jack Knight, 
Sam Cino, Clare Lewis, Sherry and Stuart Dixon and 
Harold Chapman, long time volunteers assisting in 
preparing the food for all the children in the school. Five 
other churches participate in this program. Since there 
are no nutrition students from the university 
participating this year we have been asked to provide 2 
helpers each day. Therefore we are in need of more 
volunteers. The time involved is less than an hour 
starting at 7an at the school 6 or 7 mornings throughout 
the whole academic year.  
Contact Sherry at 519-822-5008 to learn more.  
 

PARKING ON SUNDAYS 
Please note that Ferra Flooring is happy to allow us to 
use their parking lot on Sundays. Perhaps the earlier 
arrivals could use the Ferra lot leaving the church lot for 
the rest. 
 

COLLECTION ENVELOPES 
Thank you for using the collection envelopes – we like 
to send tax receipts to everyone who, over the year, 
makes a contribution greater than $10. There is no need 
to fill out the complete address if you are already on our 
list – all we need is an identifier.           Harold Chapman 

 
 
 

STARTING THE SERVICE AT 10:30 
An article in the Star (February 7th) described the 
author’s experience at 3 different worship services 
(Presbyterian, Catholic and Jewish) and the fact that in 
all 3 there were only a few people present 10 minutes 
before the service starting time and that most of the 
congregation arrived right on time. This fits with our 
experience except that people seem to be arriving 5 or 10 
minutes after the starting time of 10:30. This is 
especially a problem in winter with the need to get out of 
coats and boots. The Service Committee feels that we 
should try to start on time and finish by 11:30. Please try 
to help us by arriving by about 10:20 and taking your 
seats. Perhaps part of our problem is the space in the 
Sunshine Room, which lends itself to pre-service 
chatting (unlike most churches that only have a small 
lobby). If you do arrive late please enter as unobtrusively 
as possible. 

 

 

Our children and their Chinese Dragon at Chinese New Years 

Two of our Tytler School volunteers with the Mitten Tree 
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Sharon and their 2 girls, Rhiana (7) and Kiera (10). (Sharon's husband 
Bruce is not in the photo). 
 
I've been curious about the Unitarian church for a long time - almost 10 
years now - though have never made the step to go 'through the door' 
before the last few weeks.  
 
How long have I been coming? I came on my own a few months ago and 
then brought my family this week (Feb 18).  My husband has never been 
engaged by a church meeting before - it was wonderful to see him 
participating in the dialogue after the service, and my girls had such a 
wonderful experience it was hard to get them to come home! 
 
What kinds of things am I looking for? I'm looking for a place where my 
family and I can explore the ideas of spirit.  Where "god" is not a paternal 
figure sitting on a chair making judgments but a part of each of us. 
 
What keeps me coming back? The warm welcome, the feeling of caring 
and true interest that permeates every person I have met, the opportunities 
to engage head, hand, heart and spirit and the potential for a spiritual home. 
 

Our family includes: Shelley and Brad and our two boys; Haven who will be one year 
old on March 6th and Sherwood who is six years old. Also in our family we have two 
dogs: Buddy and Alexa and three hermit crabs, Hermie, Stripey and Brownie. 
 
How is it that we came for the first time? Like so many good ideas in our household; 
my wife suggested that we come. Although we were familiar with Unitarianism prior 
to coming, we first learned of this congregation from the inter-net. 
 
How long have we been coming? We had been coming intermittently about three 
years ago and due to various life circumstances stopped. We began attending again 
regularly in recent months. 
 
What kinds of things were we looking for initially, and what keeps you coming back? 
We felt it important to be a part of a community of people that were seeking greater 
spiritual purpose and meaning in their lives, which could provide for our children a 
living example of the values important to our family.   We knew that within 
Unitarianism we would find caring compassionate individuals that were accepting of 
diverse beliefs and cared deeply for others and our environment.   
 
Comments: On behalf of our family I would like to say thanks to all who have made 
our experience at the Unitarian so special. We have all felt very welcome and have 
enjoyed hearing the variety of services. We are especially thankful for the wonderful 
children's program. 

 
This photo is of Meredith and I. Meredith is 5. Meredith will gladly 
tell you how old I am. (other family members not in the photo Nell 
age: 2 and a half, and John my husband. 
 
How we first learned about this congregation?   
When we moved back to Guelph we moved into Janet Colley's house. 
Emily became our "Emily the babysitter" and Janet gave us some 
great advice, some of which was to check out the Unitarian 
congregation.  We've been coming on and off for 3 years. 
 
What keeps us coming back?  
The kids are having such a good time with Susan. John is enjoying 
helping out downstairs and I love having a chance to hear new ideas 
and be able to think about them for a few moments. Folks have been 
very welcoming, especially Sherry Dixon. She gave me my own real 
nametag and that really made me feel like part of the scene. 

SOME OF OUR NEWER FACES 

Brad & Haven 

Molly & Meredith 

Rhiana, Sharon & Kiera 
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ROOM NEEDED 
 

I will be returning from Belgium this April 
and am looking for a place to stay from then until 
late June when I leave to work at Unicamp. 

As I will only need the space for a short 
time, it needn’t be very big, and I am very flexible 
as to the rate. 

I may also need a parking space (on the road 
is fine), but that is, as yet undetermined. 

If you are at all interested please contact me 
as soon as possible. Email is preferable, given the 
time difference… 
Thank you in advance, 

Shalom Cumbo-Steinmetz 
Tel. 04 228 1029 

shalomsteinmetz@hotmail.com 
 
 

IMAGO CONNECT: 
A 3 Hour Introductory Seminar on the Imago 
process that helps couples deepen and transform 
their relationships.  Learn more about how 
relationships work, why it sometimes feels as if it 
isn¹t working, and what you can do to make yours 
better.  It is a fun workshop with a mix of 
information, self-reflection, and games.  You are 
welcome to participate as much or as little as you 
wish. 
 

Date:           March 23  6:15  9:30 pm 
 

Location:  Unitarian Congregation of Guelph 
 

Cost: $40 per couple (includes refreshments, a 
workbook for each participant and a kazoo!) 
 

Please book your attendance by calling or emailing: 
Jennifer Erickson, MSW, Cert. Imago Therapist 
519-837-0322, jenerick@golden.net 
 
 

SAFE CONGREGATION WORKSHOP 
Wednesday, April 18 

 
June Gilbertson will lead a workshop on our 
developing Safe Congregation Policy. It will answer 
the questions: What is a Safe Congregation Policy, 
and why do we need one?   
 

WHAT IS UNITARIAN -UNIVERSALISM ? 
 

Here’s the “Elevator speech” that Rob Dainow, 
Unitarian Church of Vancouver, gives, when he’s 
asked that question:  "Unitarianism is a liberal 
religion that draws from many traditions and 
sources. Each person is free to believe what they 
want - we have an active pagan group in our church, 
some members are atheists, and we are a 
Welcoming Congregation, which means, among 
other things, that we welcome people of all sexual 
and gender orientations. What we all agree on is a 
group of sources for spiritual knowledge and a set 
of present day principles that North American 
Unitarians have discussed and agreed to. Let me 
give you this card that shows these principles and 
sources. I hope you find it helpful."  

 
A LITTLE HUMOUR  (thank you Elinor) 

From Church Bulletins:  These sentences 
actually appeared in church bulletins or were 
announced in church services: 

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes 
meals. 

The sermon this morning: "Jesus Walks on the 
Water." The sermon tonight: Searching for 
Jesus." 

Our youth basketball team is back in action 
Wednesday at 8 PM in the recreation hall. Come 
out and watch us kill Christ the King. 

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's 
a chance to get rid of those things not worth 
keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 

The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today 
has been cancelled due to a conflict. 

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of 
our community. Smile at someone who is hard 
to love. Say "Hell" to someone who doesn't care 
much about you. 

Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 

Miss Charlene Mason sang "I will not pass this 
way again," giving obvious pleasure to 
the congregation.]\\ 

For those of you who have children and 
don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 


