
 

Sunday Programs for January and February, 2007 
Services start at 10:30 a.m. at 122 Harris Street, Guelph, Ontario.  

We have Religious Education programs for children 4 and older, and childcare for younger children. 
 

December 31 (Pod 5) 
ON THE EDGE OF THE NEW YEAR, we will turn to silence. As 
a practicing Quaker, Parker Palmer has spent a lot of time being 
silent. It’s a practice he would recommend to anyone of any faith 
or non-faith. He’s an educator, an activist. His books include The 
Courage to Teach, Let Your Life Speak – Listening to the Voice 
of Vocation. Join us for a recorded interview with Palmer as he 
encourages people to look inside themselves to search out and 
then cultivate what he calls the inner life. He suggests that people 
begin by getting very, very quiet, which we will have an 
opportunity to practice. 
Service Leader: Aspen Heisey 
 

January 7 (Pod 6) 
DEFINING OURSELVES:  
SIX SOURCES OF UNITARIANISM  
What is unique and distinctive about the Unitarian approach to 
religion? We will seek answers to this question in our pluralism, 
our history, and the six sources of our living tradition. Craig is 
Vice-President and Sunday Program chair for the Waterloo 
Unitarian congregations. He teaches in several departments at 
Wilfrid Laurier University and wrote the CUC pamphlet on the Six 
Sources (which grew out of this talk).  
Presenter: Craig Beam 
Service leaders: Naomi Matsui and Richard Miller 
 

January 14 (Pod 7) 
KENYA - MY SPIRITUAL UPHEAVAL  
Cate Dewey is a university professor who went to Kenya to do 
research on human epilepsy and pig raising with small holder pig 
farmers. She will describe the Kenyan people, her spiritual 
struggle before and after the trip and how she has been moved to 
action. She will show images of the people and animals of Kenya 
during coffee after the service.  Service leaders: Harold Chapman  
 

January 21 (Pod1) 
SPIRITUALITY AND ACTIVISM  
A continuation of her series on Spirituality and activism. 
Presenter: Lucy Reid 
Service Leaders: Lorna Wojcicki and Cheryl Cadogan 
 

January 28 (Pod 2) 
STRENGTH IN DIVERSITY :  
STORIES FROM ETHIOPIA , MALI , NEPAL , EAST  
TIMOR …. AND BEYOND 
Farmers, scientists and community workers from 15 countries 
(involving 14 different languages) recently gathered in Ethiopia 
to improve collaboration in the defense of crop diversity and 
food sovereignty. A richness of experience was shared, 
highlighting creative grassroots solutions to food security 
problems. Two Unitarian Service Committee members - Beatriz 
Oliver, USC Canada and Patrick Steiner, USC Canada Board 
Member and seed farmer from British Columbia will share some 
stories from this event. 
Service Leader: Nancy Schmidt 
 

 
February 4 (Pod 3) 
WAS GANDHI A UNITARIAN ?  
Hans became interested in Gandhi after spending a year in India, 
writing “Toward A Just Civilization”, a book that looks at 
Gandhi's social theory and editing Gandhi's translation of the 
Bhagavad Gita. He will talk about the ways in which it is 
possible to view Gandhi as a UU. Surprisingly, Gandhi was 
influenced by Thoreau and Emerson, who in turn were 
influenced by the Gita.   
Presenter: Hans Bakker 
Service leader: Harold Chapman  
 

February 11 (Pod 4) 
USING NATURE AND THE UNIVERSE  
AS A SPIRITUAL PATH  
Nature is an awesome yet fascinating mystery. Humans respond 
to Nature in three ways: as Mystery - something that is greater 
than human comprehension; with a sense of awesome 
overwhelming Power - the power to create and to sustain, but 
also the power to destroy; and with a sense of Beauty, so 
breathtaking that we have no choice but to love it. The place 
where humans first felt those three feelings was in the midst of 
nature, and looking up at the galaxy we call home, the Milky 
Way. Presenter: Richard Miller 
Service Leaders: Burna Wilton and Maureen Blackwood 
 

February 18 (Pod 5) 
ALTERNATIVE CONCEPTS OF GOD 
Most people assume that the Judaeo-Christian God is their only 
god-option: one may either believe in Him or become an atheist. 
Thus, many skeptics and humanists have a very definite concept 
of the God they don't believe in. Today, we will explore some 
alternatives to classical theism , especially pantheism (which 
identifies the divine with nature or with some principle immanent 
in the world). My approach will be quite personal, and will give 
attention to the ethical-practical implications of various beliefs.  
Presenter: Craig Beam 
Service leader: June Gilbertson and Helen Prinold 
 

February 25 (Pod 6)   
BLACK HISTORY: LABOUR, IDENTITY AND GEOGRAPHY 
Black History Month is a response to the fact that peoples of 
African descent are viewed as not having made any 
significant contribution to modern civilization. There remains 
a lack of knowledge about black achievement. This core of 
this silenced knowledge is labour, identity and geography. 
Today’s talk will briefly explore these intersections for/with 
spirituality. 
Presenter: Alicia Maund,  
Service Leader: Margaret Neigh 
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UNITARIAN CONGREGATION OF GUELPH  
122 Harris Street, Guelph Ontario N1E 5T1

Phone 519-836-3443                                  www.guelph-unitarians.ca 
 

Lay Chaplains    
Aspen Heisey   519-822-8666 
 
The Board for 2006 - 2007  
President Linda Reith 519-837-9471 
 lreith@on.aibn.com  
Vice-President   Open  
Past President  Marnie Girvan 519-780-0546 
 marniegirvan@rogers.com  
Secretary  open    
Treasurer  Harold Chapman 519-763-2406 
   hchapman@uoguelph.ca 
Member at Large Steve Chovaz 519-823-9264 
 Maureen Blackwood 519-837-9267 
 

Committee Chairs 
Social Action open 
Membership Marnie Girvan 519-780-0546 
 marniegirvan@rogers.com  
Program Coordinator for Spiritual Development 
 Margaret Neigh                 519-571-1534 
 migs@golden.net 
Caring Committee Victoria Mummery 519-823-8050 
 Victoria.mummery@sympatico.ca 
Sunday Services   Aspen Heisey 519-822-8666 
                                          aspenh@rogers.com 
 

Others Who Help 
POD Coordinator Janet and Emily Colley  519-824-0207  
Interior Co-ordinator  & Exterior Co-ordinator, Office, Newsletter 
Editor and Distribution and Building Rental, 
 Wanda Gordon, 519-822-6353 
  gordonwd@canada.com 
Musicians  Naomi Matsui 519-821-2830 
Puppeteer  Stuart Dixon 519-822-5008 

UCG News 
is the newsletter published regularly by 
the Unitarian Congregation of Guelph.  

122 Harris Street, 
Guelph Ontario N1E 5T1 

Phone 519-836-3443 
Typed, handwritten or phoned-in 
submissions are always welcome, as are 
contributions on diskette. E-mail 
gordonwd@canada.com or telephone 
822-6353  Items for next newsletter are 
due by February 11, 2007 
 
In an effort to save trees and money, we 
are e-mailing as many Newsletters as 
possible.  If you prefer it by mail, please 
let Wanda know.  

COMING EVENTS 
Jan. 3   Chant Club – 7:45 pm 
Jan. 11 Planning meeting for the Feb. 24 
Congregational Meeting. The Board will be 
present. All are welcome 
Jan. 15  Big Shift Support Group 7:45 pm 
       Meeting to discuss unusual energy some 
people are experiencing. 
Jan 17  Apocalypse Book Club – 7 pm 
Jan. 19-21 Opportunity for Magical Learning. 
Jan. 22 Congregation Circle 
Jan. 25  Board Meeting – 7:00 pm at the 
            church, all are welcome 
Jan 25/28 USC at Guelph Organic Conference 
Feb. 3 Service Leader Workshop 
Feb.7  Chant Club – 7:45 pm 
Feb. 10  Potluck dinner and a night  
              with Gilbert & Sullivan 
Feb. 21  Apocalypse Book Club 7 pm 
Feb. 22  Board Meeting – 7:00 pm at the  
             church. All are welcome. 
Feb. 24  Congregational Meeting – 7 pm 
Feb. 26 Congregation Circle 

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE UNITARIAN CONGREGATION OF GUELPH 

 

The Unitarian Congregation of Guelph is a spiritual community that is deeply rooted in Unitarian Universalist 
principles which provide a spiritual basis for ethical living. We celebrate diversity and affirm each individual. We 
support social and environmental justice through a democratic process. We welcome all seekers of truth and 
meaning in to our religious community. 

(adopted at the Annual General Meeting, September 29, 2002)



 

 

  

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
FROM THE CENTRE OF THE WEB 

 

Happy New Year!  We are exactly halfway through our church year and are we ever cooking!  The children blessed us 
with a fabulous lesson on evolution, which is ever so current as we are definitely evolving.  There are many initiatives 
and lots of people getting into the act in many different ways.  That’s the recipe for a rich congregation; each person 
finding the niche that suits them best. 
 

Victoria’s leadership in developing our Caring Community is invaluable and she is uniquely prepared to coordinate 
with her nursing and public education background.  We especially treasure her commitment to organization.  I have no 
doubt that the amazing rebound that June is making; much to our joy and relief is fueled by the enormous outreach 
from our membership before and after her surgery. 
 

It is a true blessing to have a committee focused on supporting the spiritual development of the children.  We have 
moved beyond the bare bones that supported the program for years into a much fuller figure with some room for give 
and take, some flexibility.  We are honouring our children as we have wanted to for many years.  We owe a debt of 
gratitude to the many members who created the foundation for this new found strength. 
 

The membership committee has worked tirelessly to bring us a new directory.  They though at first it might only be a 
revision, but the wealth of new members ensured that a whole new directory was required and the committee rose to 
the task.  We are in their debt. 
 

Our Sunday Services are amazingly rich and diverse.  The committee has a vision that helps hold the entire 
community together and moving forward.  I have always maintained that this committee has the most fun of the entire 
web and my opinion has not changed.  However, Social Acton will soon give them a run for that title as they build on 
their success with the panel discussion to take us ever deeper into the spiritual growth involved in right financial 
relationship with the world.  What other initiative is so closely linked in our minds with flavour:  delicious soups for 
World Accord, candy canes for the Masai Centre and fair trade coffee.  It strengthens us to face the apocalypse in 
Michael’s book club.                                                                                                                       Blessed be.  Linda 

 

CARING COMMITTEE  
 

I stepped down from my role coordinating the UCG Children’s Programs 
leaving it in the capable hands of Susan Kelly and Margaret Neigh.  We 
have seen a growth in the number of families with young children coming 
regularly to attend the wonderful Sunday programs for all ages.  We extend 
our thanks and appreciation to Susan and Margaret for their dedication, hard 
work and going beyond the call of duty. 
 

I am now going to coordinate the UCG Caring Committee.  This is a new 
role for me and I welcome any assistance and guidance.  Ed, Norah and Beryl 
have worked on this committee in the past.  We have a list of members who 
are willing to volunteer and I will help to connect them to members in times 
of need, immediate or future, short-term or on-going.  Some of these needs 
might be: 
 

· Transportation to and from Sunday Service, other UCG events or an 
appointment. 

· Sending a best wishes card to someone in need 
· Visitation during a time of need 
· Emergency child or elder care 
· tutoring 
 

If you have a need, know someone who has a need, or are able to help others, 
please contact me at Victoria.mummery@sympatico.ca or 519-823-8050.                   
Best wishes for 2007, Victoria Mummery 
 

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

 
Mark your calendars and keep 
Saturday February 24th at 7 pm 
open for us.   
 

We'll gather for food, fun and 
connection.  
It will be our annual opportunity 
to imagine the future we want to 
create.  It will focus our campaign 
for financial support and help us 
set priorities for where we place 
our energy over the next year.   
 

Your participation is vital if we 
are going to be all that we can be.  
Every voice is needed so that we 
can be truly inclusive and truly 
magical.  
 
P.S. Anyone wanting to help plan 
this gathering is welcome to join 
in the planning meeting on 
January 11th, 2007 at 7:00. 



 

                    Web of connection in action                                          Reports from our Committees 
                                                                           

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT REPORT 
Children’s Program 
�� On December 10, the children of the congregation 

led the service and put on a puppet presentation. A 
huge thank you to Stuart Dixon for teaching us 
about Charles Darwin and Evolution, and about 
doing a puppet play. Special thank you also to 
Susan Kelly for the creative props, and to Darlene 
Mallany, Deirdre Yates, Toby MacPhee and 
Naomi Matsui for their organizational support. 
And, of course, thank you to all the parents who 
helped out in many different ways 

 
�� We are planning to start Spirit Play with the 4 to 7 

year olds in January. This is a way of teaching 
spirituality to children, based on the Montessori 
approach. 

�� If you are interested in working with the 8 to 12 
year olds for a Sunday or two, please let Margaret 
Neigh know (e-mail below) 

�� Our regular Childcare team of Megan Gilbertson, 
Eryn Davis and Emily Divjak-Colley, with 
Amiliah Goodrich and Leah Rowlinson as 
occasional helpers, continue to do a wonderful job 
of caring for the little ones on Sunday mornings.  

 

Congregation Circle 
�� First session of this small discussion group on 

spirituality will be Monday, January 22. See last 
page for more information 

 

 

Lifespan Learning Community 
�� If you are interested in being part of a small 

committee who will engage our congregation in 
this CUC initiative, contact Margaret Neigh (e-
mail below). The goal is to look at the programs 
and initiatives we already have and assess our 
further needs 

 

Safe Congregation Committee 
�� This committee of Janet Colley, Harold Chapman, 

and Margaret Neigh, are working on the first step 
of developing a Safe Congregation Policy. CUC 
are encouraging congregations to have such a 
policy in place. 

 

Best wishes for the Holiday Season. Margaret Neigh, 
Program Coordinator of Spiritual Development  

migs@golden.net 

Stuart Dixon  and Darwin 

The Darwin performers 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  
The 2007 Members/Friends Directory is just about 
ready to go to the printers. 
 
If your information needs to be updated please let 
Beryl know 519-766-8493. 
 
CALLING ALL GRADE 7-9'S  (12-15 YEAR OLDS)!!! 
  
The Waterloo, Fergus/Elora, and London 
congregations are planning to run the Our Whole 
Lives (OWL) Sexuality Education for Grades 7-9 
course again (for the fourth time)! It will run once a 
month for 5 months, sometimes as a sleepover 
Friday night to Saturday noon 

 

1) Jan 27 in London from 9-3  

2) Feb 23 - 24 in Waterloo from 7:00 p.m. on the 
23rd and ending at 6:00 p.m. on the 24th  

3) Mar 30 - 31 in London from 7:00 p.m. on the 
30th and ending at 6:00 p.m. on the 31st. 

4) Apr 27-28 in Waterloo from 7:00 p.m. on the 
27th and ending at 6:00 p.m. on the 28th  

5) May 25 – 26 in Guelph from 7:00 p.m. on the 
25th and ending at 6:00 p.m. on the 26th  
 
A parent orientation was held Nov 13 in Waterloo 
and a second one will be arranging in Guelph if 
there is a need. 
For Info, contact Deirdre Yates :(519) 766-0523, 
email: deirdre_yates@cooperators.ca. 
 
More about Our Whole Lives. 
OWL  helps participants make informed and 
responsible decisions about their sexual health and 
behaviour. It equips participants with accurate, age-
appropriate information in six subject areas: human 
development, relationships, personal skills, sexual 
behaviour, sexual health, and society and culture. 
Grounded in a holistic view of sexuality, OWL 
provides not only facts about anatomy and human 
development, but helps participants to clarify their 
values, build interpersonal skills, and understand the 
spiritual, emotional, and social aspects of sexuality.  
 

 
 

REPORT ON THE FALL YOUTH CONFERENCE 
NOVEMBER 10TH-12TH  
By Amiliah Goodrich 

 
This is the first youth conference I have been to, 
and it was quite an experience! The con began with 
many self-conscious youth and ended up with a 
connection of friends. Fun games, a few movies, 
workshops, worships, a field trip to many 
interesting shops in Toronto, and a boot stomping 
dance, were all part of the con. The youth were 
allowed to participate in running the event and 
helped plan the activities that they would enjoy the 
most. Between these activities was a social time, 
which the youth could use to better know each 
other. The weekend created lasting bonds between 
many youth and was a great success. It was a great 
experience for me! 
 

 

Presentation of a cheque to the Masai Centre. 
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SERVICE LEADING WORKSHOP PART 2 
 

Saturday, February 3, 2007 9:00 – 12:00 noon 
 

This will be a continuation of learning how to be a 
Service Leader. We will cover the practicalities of 
preparing for a service, and there will be 
opportunity to practice. If you missed Part 1 in 
November and want to attend this one, talk to June 
Gilbertson or Aspen Heisey to see about getting 
caught up before February 3. 
Everyone wishing to attend, please contact June 
823-7737 or Aspen 822-8666 

 
 

PLANNING SESSION 
 

January 11, 2007 at 7 pm 
Meeting to plan for the Congregational Meeting on 
February 24, 2007. Come out and help your Board 
plan the upcoming congregation meeting.   

 
 

APOCALYPSE BOOK CLUB  
 

All are welcome at this discussion of environmentally 
focused books. We meet at the church on the third 
Wednesday of each month from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  
 
 
                         JOB POSTING 
Unicamp of Ontario, your Unitarian Universalist 
summer camp and conference centre, is hiring for 
the 2007 season.  Positions available:  Counselor, 
Lifeguard, Operation Crew Staff, Operation Crew 
Head, Assistant Administration Manager, Assistant 
Cook, Cook/Kitchen Manager and Assistant 
Director.  Please visit www.unicampofontario.ca for 
further information.  Please send cover letter and 
resume to melinabondy@yahoo.ca.  Deadline for 
applications is March 10, 2006 
 

 

26TH
 GUELPH ORGANIC CONFERENCE 

University of Guelph 
January 25-28, 2007 

 
Four full days of incredible workshops and 
seminars-novice to expert...an outstanding trade 
show filled with organic exhibits...a public forum... 
and of course the best food anywhere ! 
USC and Ban Terminator Seeds will have a booth 
and workshop on Saturday. 

 

 
MOVIES 

 

Bruce Walton has kindly offered to let us use his 
video projector and Rick Boersma his computer. 
 

Now, all we need is some ideas on what videos people 
want to see. I’ve got one on crop circles.  
 

Does anyone else have something they want to share?  
Call Wanda 822-6353 if you do. 
 

 
LOST FOLDING CHAIRS  

 
Does anyone have,or know where some of our 
black folding chairs have gone.  Several seem to be 
missing. Call Wanda 519-822-6353 if you know. 
 
 

ART WORK  
 

We would like to have a variety of art work to display 
in the church are asking members/friends to 
donate/loan art work to the church for display. Contact 
Wanda 519-822-6353 if your have something. We 
would also like to create a simple, easy way to display 
this art. Anyone with an idea please contact Wanda 

CARING COMMITTEE – PASTORAL CARE 
 

We have a committed group of members and 
friends available to provide assistance to any one in 
our congregation in need. If you require assistance 
or know of a member or friend who does, please 
call Victoria at 519-823-8050  
.  

Halloween 
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Music Matters 

 
Hymn of the month 

 

January    #291   Die Gedanken Sind Frei 
 

February  #292     If I Can Stop One Heart  
                             From Breaking  

 
 

DON'T HAVE A WILL ? 
 

Or thinking about updating your existing will? Are 
you looking for an opportunity to help the church? 
Local lawyer and new member of our congregation, 
Charles Davidson has offered to draft wills for our 
members and friends and will donate one-half of his 
fee to the church. If you are interested, please call 
Wanda @ 519-822-6353 or 
 Charles @ 519-767-6637. 
 

 

COFFEE BREAK  
 

Following up on our very successful Social Action 
Panel in November, we will be hosting a Coffee Break 
in January to enjoy free trade coffee, dessert and learn 
more about fair trade. There will be an opportunity to 
purchase free trade coffee and crafts. See the bulletin 
board for date. 
 

 

POT LUCK DINNER  
 

Join us Saturday, January 10th for a potluck dinner 
followed by an evening with Gilbert & Sullivan  
Come at 5:30. Dinner will be served sharp at 6 pm. 
Mention to Madeline in passing if you plan to be 
there. 
 
 

NEVER TOO EARLY TO THINK ABOUT CUC’S ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE AND MEETING IN MAY  
 

Rev. Bill Phipps will be the keynote speaker at the 
CUC’s Annual Conference and Meeting. Phipps is 
International President of the World Conference on 
Religion and Peace and a former Moderator of the 
United Church of Canada. The 2007 ACM will be 
held May 18-21 on the scenic campus of the 
University of British Columbia in Vancouver. 
 

OPPORTUNITY FOR MAGICAL LEARNING ! 
 

Elements Intensive: 
 

To be held at the church on January 19, 20 21.   
Friday evening to 4:00 P.M. Sunday 
 

Contact Linda Reith 519 822 4889 or 
lreith@on.aibn.com for more information. 

Our very own Linda Reith can be heard on Radio CFRU’s 
Royal City Rag on Friday, December 29th . 

Linda & Diane at Winter Solstice 

Spencer and a visitor to our Pet service. 
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CONGREGATION CIRCLE 
 
What:  

A six-session, small, gently-facilitated discussion 
group providing you with a place to be seen, 
heard and appreciated on your spiritual journey – 
a place for friendship and deeper spiritual 
exploration  
 
Sessions will focus on sharing feelings, thoughts 
and life experiences through attentive listening, 
engaged conversation, and respectful practices 
that create open-hearted and open-minded 
engagement. 

 
Why?: - an opportunity to build real connections and 
community 

· intentional space for putting our vision into practice - 
engaging your spirit and mind 

 
Date:    6 sessions - Fourth Monday of the month 

Jan. 22, Feb. 26, Mar. 26, Apr. 23, May 28, rising 
June 25, 2006 
 

Time:   6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  
 
Location:   Unitarian Congregation of Guelph 

122 Harris Street, Guelph, Ontario 
 
Agenda:-  

· ingathering/announcements/chalice lighting/reading 
· personal check-in (5 minutes or so each) 
· reflection topic (intro & discussion) (about an hour) 

likes & wishes/parting words 
 
Topics:   

· Will be suggested by the co-leads and agreed by the 
group,  may include items such as forgiveness, 
mortality, non-violence Note: Rather than a topic, the 
first session will focus on developing a group 
covenant and expectations 

 
Logistics: -  

· coffee/tea/water & light snacks   
· there is no charge for the sessions  
· location not fully accessible, please connect re 

assistance  
 

Commitment: -  
· give your name to Margaret Neigh 

(migs@golden.net) for more info.  
· have a coffee and chat with one of the three co-

leads  (Marsaye, Alicia or Helen)  
· you may wish to visit the first session before fully 

committing  
· there is no homework 

 

Welcoming Aspen as our new Chaplain    

Saying thank you to Anna and Diana our retiring Chaplains 


